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Adaptability of Desert Plants

On average, the local area only receives about 8 inches of rain per
year. With a winter low of just below freezing and a summer high of
over 100 degrees, ismparaluvescunﬂucmate as much as 40 degrees
between night and day. In order to survive this harsh environment,
plants have adapted means to effectively capture and store water.
Most desert plants either have prickly spines instead of leaves or small
leaves covered with a thick, waxy skin that prevents evaporation.

Wildflowers and Seasonal Delights
Depending on the amount and timing of precipitation received in a
year, the desert can appear to either be a barren, hostile environment,
or display a colorful pallet of fast-growing wildflowers and grasses.
‘Some desert wildflowers only germinate after they have had their outer
shells roughed up while rolling around in the run-off from rainstorms.
Typically, wildflower season spans from mid-March through mid-May.
Once temperatures get above the 90s and the rains stop, wildflowers
dry-up and disappear just as quickly as they appeared. Desert
wildflowers are crucial food items for many desert wildiife species
including the desert tortoise.

Cactus and Yuccas i

Common cacti found in the DVCA include beaver-tail cactus, cholla 3
cactus. hedge-hog cactus and bml cactus. Cactus plants have a
The Joshua Tree ’ ip with inthe DVCA.
i ¢ = For example, animals usmg cholla cactus for protection and food, are

(Yucca brevwfol:a) ] needed by the cactus for dispersing its seeds and plant sections in
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Our local community and national park were
named after this yucca plant. Growing about 3
inches per year, Joshua trees have been
measured up to 50 feet tall. Average lifespan is
150 years but records indicate that some have
exceeded 300 years. The waxy, green-white
flowers are pollinated when the yucca moth lays
its eggs inside the flowers. Seed pods are eaten
by birds and rodents. Joshua trees were also
used by the Cahullia tribe as a source of food
and fibers. Local legend recalls that the tree
was named by Mormon settlers due to the trees
likeness to Joshua guiding the Israelites through
the desert with outstretched arms.

order to propagate. Besides the Joshua tree, other yuccas and nolinas
found in the DVCA have longer, bayonet shaped leaves. Their white
flowers emerge on long, branching stems. The flowers, seeds and
roots of most yucca plants are a source of food for animals and
humans alike.

Protecting Sensitive Habitats

The DVCA is a wildiife corridor providing access to and from the
Joshua Tree National Park. As such, it has great conservation value
as many oﬁhe fragile desert habnms me betng em:roached upon by
invasion of non-native plama and dumpmg A trail blazed in the
desert becomes permanently etched into the landscape for decades
and can take many years to revegetate. Good stewards of sensitive
habitats pack out what they pack i, stay on designated trails, respect
wildlife when encountered, and learn about and support means to
maintain nature education programs. For information regarding
becoming a volunteer docent in the DVCA, contact the District office
at: 760-366-8415
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California State Reptile

The Desert Tortoise is the official reptile of both California and Nevada.
While in the 1920's there were circa 450 desert tortoises per square
milein parts of the Mojave Desert, today, ies h vation
status of “Threatened” under both the Federal and California
Endangered Species Acts due to the marked decline in population
and habitat. Adult tortoises weigh between 8-15 pounds, are 9-15
inches in length and may live as long as 60-80 years in the wild. Adults
can survive for several months without drinking. They are herbivores
and get most of their nutrition from the annual grasses, perennial
plants and wildflowers they eat.

Survival in the Harsh Desert

for y
burrows that protect them from the exireme heat and freezing
temperatures experienced in the desert climate. Tortoises also dig basins
to capture rainwater for drinking. Between April and July, females lay up
to three clutches of 4-8 ping-pong ball sized eggs which haich in August
or September. They hiberate during the winter months, spending about
95 percent of their lives inside their burrows.

Threats to Habitat and Species

The main threats to this vulnerable species are habitat loss, diseases,
and predators such as ravens and coyotes. Human activities such as

Gambel’s Quail

(Callipepla gambelii)

Sentinels of the desert seen perching on trees,
bushes or boulders, quail are ground dwelling birds
that can be observed and heard keeping watch
throughout the DVCA. The distinctive - feather
topnotch on their heads and their practice of marching
their covey single file through the creosote habitat
make them favorites to young and old alike. A typical
clutch is 515 eggs. When the eggs are ready to
hatch, after 21-31 days, the mother calls to her chicks
inside the eggs, who then “cheep” to each other. As
so0n as they hatch, chicks begin to leave the nest in
order to scratch up food. The mother does not feed
her babies.

Extinct
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Extinct in Wild

Near Threatened

urbanization and utiity development have caused the loss of desert
tortoise habitat, and spread of disease among wild fortoises. Ravens
prey on hatchiing torloises. Dogs may destroy burrows, the most
important shelter and retreat option a fortoise has. Many fortoises are
Kkilled by motor vehicles, o please be sure to look under your vehicle
before moving it within the DVCA.

Conservation Status:
Vulnerable

What to Do if you Encounter in the Wild

Remember you are in their territory. Do not approach or pick up a fortoise
unless they are in danger of being harmed. They have a defense
mechanism that causes them to void their bladder and lose their liquid
reserve when frightened. A tortoise that voids its bladder may
subsequently die of dehydration if it is unable to replenish its water
reserve. |t is against the law to harass a desert tortoise or to take it
home. Do not feed it! Licensed tortoise rescue facilities can provide
you with important care and adoption information. Please do not release
pet tortoises into the DVCA because they may carry diseases that infect
wild tortoises.
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Tortoise Trail Alignment
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Additional Signage

WELCOME TO THE DESERT VIEW
CONSERVATION AREA

Owned and operated by the people of Joshua Tree, California
Thank you for helping us k area clean.
- Areacoe rom dwn o
* Roads not maintained. Usé 8t your own risk.
+ NO fires, firearms, or hunting.
* NO off-road vehicles.
* NO removing vegetation, rocks or wildlife.
* NO littering, dumping or defacing rocks.
* Dogs must he on a leash.
+ Vehicles MUST remain on the established road
« Violators are subject to fine and prosecution.
San Bernardino County Service Area 20
6171 Sunburst Ave., PO, Box
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 (760) 366-8415

Drive Slowly Please

THIS PROJECT WAS
PARTIALLY FINDED BY
THE LAND AND
WATER CONSERVATION FUND
THROUGH THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

AND THE CALIFORNIA N onv e
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS «Violators are subject to fine and
AND RECREATION prosécution

Tortoises

+NO Fires of any Kind.
-NO Camping. No Overnight Parking.
+NO firearms, or hunting.

CALL 911 FOR EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE




Additional Gates




THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE DESERT VIEW CONSERVATION AREA

RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROJECT - JUNE 2020

SAN BERNARDINO
C OUNTY CSA20 - Joshua Tree

PH: 760-366-8415



http://www.joshuatreeparkandrec.org/
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